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EAST COUNTY — The
grovnydskeeper for Comimn-
nity Haven for Adults and
Children with Dizabilities
no longer will venture far
when he heads 1o work each
IMOTTHNG. y

Instead, Michae]l Niesen,
57, simnply will got ready and
step outside,

Niesen officially meved in
to Community Haven's naw-
est group home Wednesday,
Ture 18, following a ribbon-
cutting ceremony  for the
facility, The new home will
house nine disabled adults,
inchuding MNiesen, and ones
house parent,

Miesen's parents, Jim: and
Rcquelyn, funded the new
group home on Community
Haven's property off DeSoto
Road, in the East County.

"We didnt know where

{Michael) would end up (af-
ter we no longer could care
for him)," zaid Jim Niesen,
d3. "We were looking for a
place for a long time. My
wife said, ‘God gave him (o
us; God will take cave of him,
we found this (place, Com-
raunity Haven). This isit.”
keguelyn Niesen, whao
died of cancer in August,
met a woman who worked
at Community Haven while
shopping at a department
store about six years ago.
After the meeting. the Nie-
sens enrolled theic son in
Community Havens Haven
Industries  program, which
matches people with men-
tal, sensory and other dis-
abilities with the opportuni-
iy to learn a hands-on skill,
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The roughly 4,000-sguare-foot home includes five
bedrooms for clients and one bedrmom fora house

Phoins by Fam Eubanks
The Niegen family gathers in front of the home pamed in henor-ef the family matriarch, the |ate
Jacquelyn Miesen. Fictured are Michael, Jim, Cher, Charles, Fallon and Sandra.

Community Haven for Adults and Children with Disabilities celebrated
the June 19 opening of its fourth group home for disabled adults.
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As the Miesens ponderad thedr son's fu-
fure, they came up with a new plan —to
budid him & home inwhich he and other
disabled adulis could Tve,

The Miesens agreed to fund the con-
struetion of a new group home — CHACH
fourth co-cd residentlal facility for dis-
abled adults. Jecquelyn Miesen, 77, died
Alg. 8 — just seven days after she and
her husband had finalized detrils for the
new hoine, Construction began in Octo-
ber,

“This is as close as you can get to a
home atmosphere.” Jim Miesen said of
the decision. "This is a wonderful place,
It i55 the Answer 1o our prayer.”

Community Haven President and CEQ
Marde Dss sald Jacquebym’s THouwse resi-
dents helped pick out furniture, decora-
tioms and other detatls inside the mughly
4.000-square-foat home.

Residents will be able to help with laan-
drv, cooking, cleaning and other day-to-
day activites of the house, as well.

“They can be as independent as pos-
sible, or some need MO OTE-DR-OE
care,” Doss said. “There are opportuni-
ties virtually every day of the week fl:-r
clients o be involved in the community,
if they want. It like real life; we all have
choices.”

Community Haven already has 14 n-
dividuals on @& walting list for its group-
home progrium, y

Doss said she and the organizations
board of directors are undertaking &
long- and short-term sieategic plan for
the campus, which could include the
construction of mome group homes.

Community Haven has waltlng lists
currently for both its residential and Ha-
ven Industries programs, she sald.

The arganization also is preparing o
open its newly remodeled Selby Pre-
school building, later this sumiméar.

Conteet Pam Bubanks af peubanks@
youroBservencon.



